United States Post Office, Maintenance Building, Des Moines, lowa 


Roofing Contractor: Wood Roofing and Sheet Metal, Des Moines, lowa 


Carlisle introduces America's first me 
single-ply roof that doesn 


It's here...M.A.R.S. Design NP™ (Me- 
chanically Attached Roofing System— 
Non-Penetrating). This is the ultimate 
single-ply roof system, combining the 
lightweight advantage of adhered Sys- 
tems with the low cost holding power 
of ballasted systems. But with a plus! It 
also offers the economical advantage 
of mechanically attached systems 
without penetrating the membrane! 
Used in Europe for nearly a decade, 
this innovative system will save you 
time, money, materials and weight. 


Fast, easy installation. 

Carlisle's performance-proven Sure- 
Seal” membrane is held in place by 
simple three-part assemblies. These 
areasnap to install...as easy as one, 
two, three. No special equipment. Even 
in marginal weather. A small crew of 
Carlisle approved applicators can in- 
stall an entire roof in record time. 


Roll membrane over 
knobbed base plate. 


Flexible design. 

Goes right over failing built-up roofs 
and those that can't support much 
weight. The system fastens to most 
substrates and can even be moved to 
another location. 


Best of all, its from Carlisle. 
Trust Carlisle to bring you the best and 
most innovative roofing systems. We 


Sure-Seal, M.A.R.S. Design NP and Carlisle are trademarks of Carlisle Corporation. 
M.A.A.S. Design NP Patent Pending. © 1983 Carlisle Corporation 


STETSON BUILDING PRODUCTS 


Des Moines, lowa 510 SW gm 515/243-6286 
Rock Island, Illinois 619 11th Street 309/788-8412 


Roll and snap on white 
retainer clip. 


chanically attached 
't penetrate the membrane. 


Snap and screw on 
threaded black cap. 


promise single-source responsibility, 
trained professional applicators and 
over 20 years experience. Best of all, 
we offer a watertight warranty of up to 
15 years. 

For more information on our snap- 
on roof, call toll-free, (800) 233-0551, 
in PA (800) 932-4626. Call today, this is 
one snap decision your roof...and 
budget...will never regret! 


The roof that's requested by name 


Carlisle SynTec Systems 


Division of Carlisle Corporation, P.O. Box 7000, Carlisle, PA 17013 
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WE ARE A FULL SERVICE COMPANY 


FEATURING 


Quality Face Brick 


Ironspot Earth Tones 
(Numerous colors and sizes) 


Structural Glazed Facing Tile 
Floor Brick 
Interlocking '' I '' Pavers 
Matching Brick, Pavers and Ceramic Tile 
Glazed Brick 
Cleaners and Sealers 
Mortar Colors 
Clay Roofing Tile 
Hale Fireplaces 


FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL COLLECT. 
OUR REPRESENTATIVES WILL BE GLAD TO CALL ON YOU WITH SAMPLES. 


United Brick and Tile Sioux City Brick and Tile 


515/244-3264 712/258-6571 
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ST[QEGIS 


First Annual 


Prestressed Concrete 
Awards Program 


UUUUVUUUUUUUUUUUUVUVVU 


e The Program 
St. Regis Corporation Pre- 
stressed Concrete Operations 
is sponsoring a competition 
program to encourage design 
excellence in architecture using 
St. Regis prestressed and pre- 
cast concrete building systems. 


e Eligibility 
Entries may be any work of 
architecture designed by and 
submitted by an lowa regis- 
tered and lowa based architect. 
Projects must have been com- 
pleted after October 1, 1984, 
and prior to October 1, 1985. 
An individual or firm may sub- 
mit an unlimited number of 
entries for which authorship 
can be supported. 


1985 St. Regis 
Prestressed Concrete 
Awards Program 


l/we plan to submit 
entries to the 1985 St. Regis 
prestressed concrete awards 
program. /] understand the 
awards rules and deadline for 
receipt of this entry form in the 
St. Regis office, Box 518, lowa 
Falls, lowa 50126 is 4:00 PM., 
Oct. 1, 1985. 


e What Projects Qualify 
Design award #1: Projects 
must incorporate St. Regis 
Corporation prestressed con- 
crete walls, floors, roof units, 
columns and beams.* 
Design award #2: Projects 
must incorporate the use of 
St. Regis patented corewall 
wall panel system. 


e Awards: 
Design award #1: $5,000.00 
*(Note: Design award #1 will 
be $4,000.00 if cast-in-place 
columns and beams are used.) 
*(Note: Design award #1 will 
be $3,000.00 if steel columns 
and beams are used.) 
Design #2: $2,500.00 
Awards will be presented at the 
1985 lowa AIA winter meeting. 


Entry Forms 


e The Awards Jury: 
The jury will consist of five cur- 
rent members of the lowa AIA. 


e Submittals 
Each project is to be submitted 
in a separate carousel slide 
tray; in addition each submittal 
must include a complete set of 
plans specs, and one 8” x 10" 
color glossy photo. 


NAME 


FIRM NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE 


ZIP 


PROJECT NAME 


SIGNATURE OF PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR ENTRY. 


Caterpillar Standby Power 


The Ready Reserve 


A Caterpillar Standby Power system could be the 
only thing standing between you and severe 

economic loss. For hospitals, computer centers or 
any operation that depends on an uninterrupted 
supply of electricity, a ready power reserve is a 
must. And'your Cat Standby Power system is ready 
willing and able when you need it most. You can also 
plug it in to meet peak demands or provide 
économical supplementary power 

Cat Standby Power has its own back-up system in 
the form of Total Product Support from 
Gibbs/Cook. We handle the design and installation 
of your system and provide any maintenance 
needed to keep it in top condition 

The Ready Reserve from Gibbs/Cook. Sales 
and service facilities in Des Moines, Ft. Dodge, 
Mason City and Postville 


SATIN LATEX 
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WW bici Paints 
lowa Outlets 
IS * Davenport « Des Moines 
«Fort Dodge « Mar 
Neo 
lowa Manufac 


«Burlington « Marshalltow 
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css ODK ` 


Acrylic Latex Sheen Finishes, like an 
eggshell, appear to be flat when seen 
head on, but take on a low luster 
when viewed from an angle. 


Light > : Light 
Source Refraction 


85 Satin Sheen 


Painted Surface 


Diamond Vogel Acrylic Exterior Satin 
Latex House paints provide surface lus- 
ter without glare. The smooth surface, 
resulting from higher vehicle content, 
imparts a sparkle to the surface that 
lasts for years. 


DIAMOND 
x VOGEL 
¿PAINTS 


Contact your profes- 
sional Diamond Vogel 
representative for 
further information. 


Your Dependable 
Source For 


Porcelain Enameled 


Space Frames-PG Structures 


Facias, Copings and Grav 
Folding Partitions-Emco 
ndustrial Acoustics 


UInsulated Panels-I-Wa 


avid bear inc. 


construction components 
515/262-8251 319/365-7133 
In lowa 800/362-2786 


capitol — 
commercial 
carpets 


THE MIDWEST’S 
MOST COMPLETE 
COMMERCIAL 
CARPET LINE 


Backed up by professional 
carpet people to assist you 
in your carpet needs 


Des Moines (515) 265-9801 
lowa 1-800-362-1811 
Out of State 1-800-247-1708 


Katie Turner 
Commercial Floor 
Covering Manager 


Division of 


Onthank Co. 


P.O. 1462 - Des Moines, lowa 50306 


8 IOWA ARCHITECT 


Attention 
Architects: 


For your next plumbing 
or heating project, consult 
with your local KOHLER 
Distributor listed below. 


Baker Wholesale Division 
640 29th Avenue S.W 

Cedar Rapids, lowa 52046 
(319)362-3101 


2025 Ist Avenue N 
Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 
(515)573-8143 


Beckman Brothers Inc. 
Registered Showroom 
320 S.E. Sixth Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50309 
(515)244-2233 
1-800-532-1244 


Lefkow Supply Company 

2300 7th Street, PO Box 3439 

Sioux City, Iowa 51102 

Two Registered Showrooms 

Highway 75 and 7th and Southern Hills Mail 
(712)252-0547 


INTERNATIONAL 
MARKET SQUARE 


Now under construction in 
downtown Minneapolis. A 
great new showcase for the 
interior furnishings industry. 
Hundreds of showrooms for 
contract and residential 
furniture, textiles, floor and 
wall coverings, lighting and 
accessories. 425,000 square 
feet of space surrounding an 
exciting 5-story high Atrium. 
And all housed in one of the 
nation's most dramatically 
renovated historic buildings. 
For leasing information on 
The Mart, call Kathy Bovey, 
(612) 338-6250. On the 
Design Center, Jerry Zweig- 
baum or Richard Mankamyer, 
(612) 338-6250. Or write 
International Market Square, 
718 Glenwood Avenue, 
Minneapolis, MN 55405. 


A whole new world 
of design, starting 
December 1984. 


Custom Slide Mounts 
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your MESSAGE 


Equipment & Furniture Specialists 


* Auditorium Lecture Seating 
* Fire Rated Folding Partitions 
1 or 11⁄2 rated (U.L. Approved) 
ə Basketball Backstops/Divider Curtains 


° Cabinetry (Science/Home Ec/Art/Music) with your clients name, a job number, anything! We 
* Library Equipment/Furniture imprint up to 15 characters at no additional charge. Consider 
e Lockers (Athletic/Corridor) the possibilities. Mark your slides for easy identification. Add 
* Mobile Storage Shelving polish to your presentation. 
* Stage EquipmentLighting Custom mounting is available on all E6 Ektachrome slide 
developing (next-day service) and slide duplicating (2-3 
day service.) In lowa, exclusively at... 


Now, imprint your slide mounts 


Ewald, Incorporated 


2720 Douglas Avenue I 
Des Moines, lowa 50310 = 
1-800-652-9514 1-515-277-5997 ë 
` 3704 INGERSOLL AVENUE + DES MOINES, IOWA + (515) 279-9788 
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natural surfaces 


manufacturer’s representative for architectural specialties 
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Pioneer Hi-Bred Alfalfa 

Research Facility 

Stouffer and Smith Architects has 
completed the design for an Alfalfa 
Research Facility in Johnston, lowa. 
The project consists of four green- 
houses stepping to the south 
attached to a 5,000 square foot build- 
ing housing offices and support 
spaces. The greenhouses are sepa- 
rated to provide major views to the 
prairie land from interior spaces and 
allow individual growth environ- 
ments. The edge between the pre- 
dominately masonry building and the 


Residential Care Facility 

Soon to be completed is the Resi- 
dential Care Facility for Pottawat- 
tamie County. Designed by Robert H. 
Burgin and Associates, Inc. the facil- 
ity in Dubuque will be home to 15 
mentally handicapped residents, 
both men and women. The design 
groups service areas such as the 
kitchen, laundry, storeroom and con- 
trol center at the end of a common 


Retail Strip Remodeling 
Cityscape Design has completed 
plans for the renovation of a former 
fast food restaurant facility into 
commercial office space. The change 
ofuse prompted a change in image, 
which was accomplished by applica- 
tion of exterior stucco, the addition of 
large windows and a monumental 
entry. The truss and columns at the 
entry continue to the interior, skylit 
trium and are emphasized by bold, 
ich colors. The 8500 sq. ft. renovation 
ill cost $375,000.00, providing 

ice for First Realty and First 
iuaranty Insurance. 


of lowa Historical Building 
Brown Healey Bock, Cedar 
apids, are the architects for the new 
ate of lowa Historical Building in 
Moines. The 185,000 square 
building is to be constructed from 
lernating bands of rough and honed 
elian granite with a slight rose 
st. The facility, whichis 50% earth 
eltered, is to be located in the block 
west of the State Capitol. The 
nain entrance will be set back from 
Street, where a green strip 
been proposed for both sides of 
e street from the Capitol to the river. 
structure features landscaped, 
ered rooftop terraces, which divide 


greenhouses is defined by a steel 
truss framing entrances and major 
views. Completion is expected in 
early winter 1984. 


area to be called "the great room." 
Bedrooms will open directly into this 
space and be in full view of the staff. 
The exterior of the $300,000 project 
is carefully crafted to be compatible 
with structures in the surrounding 
historical Haymarket Square and 
Victorian Row neighborhoods. 


Portfolio 


E 


— 
PRISE T 


the library and museum sections at 
Level 2 and 3. Serving as a roof for 
the major exhibition spaces below, 
these terraces will provide outdoor 
exhibition areas for landscaping and 
sculpture. A large terrace skylight will 
allow natural light to filter through to 
the main entrance below, and a grand 
stairway will proceed from Level 1 to 
Level3. Foundation work is to begin 
in early 1985, with completion 
planned for 1987. 
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Presentation As Good 
As Your Work? 


The presentation of your workis a matter of style The 
Paris made Prat/Europa presentation cases are 

designed forthe architect, engineer, account rep or 
artist who wants to enhance the impact of their work 


1227 25th Street o 


Des Moines, lowa 


DETAILS 
DETAILS 
DETAILS 


WE UNDERSTAND 


CHARLES HOLCOMB 
CARPENTRY 
(515) 270-0923 


Robert Venturi's porcelain buffet plate, cup and saucer, 


"Grandmother" 


Richard Meier's 12-inch porcelain buffet plate, "Anna 


This fall, design entrepreneurs Nan 
Swid and Addie Powell launched 
themselves and a roster of this 
decade's most definitive architects 
headiong into the $6.5 billion table 
top industry. Conceived in 1983 as 
an opportunity to “reestablish the 
historical precedence for 
architects and designers to 
influence the environmentfrom the 
spoon to the city,” the 58 piece 
inaugural collection introduces 
china, silver and crystal carrying 
the signatures of architects 
Richard Meier, Charles Gwarthmey 
and Robert Siegel, Robert Venturi, 
Robert A.M. Stern, Stanley 
Tigerman, Arata Isozaki and 
Laurinda Spear. 

With a business background 
nurtured at Knoll International, 
Swid Powell has entered into a 
sophisticated and very competitive 
marketplace with a determination 


to ensure design quality and 
production excellence. Glass is 
made by Reidel in Austria, 
porcelain is produced in Japan. 
Hollow ware is manufactured by 
Lunt Silversmiths in 
Massachusetts. Munari in Vicenza, 
Italy creates the silver candlesticks. 
Though certainly targeted as part 
of an "upscale tabletop” market, 
Swid Powell insist their pieces are 
not intended as museum curios. 
Indeed, the architects have 
provided all designs on the basis of 
royalties from sales and are 
entrusting their reputations to 
Swid Powell's committment to 
doing things right. 

Already stimulated by success 
with initial introduetions atsome of 
the country's most prestigious 
stores (Macy's, Bloomingdales, 
Marshall Field, and Nieman Marcus 
among them) new collections are 


Richard Meier's 10-inch silverplate bowl, "King Richard" 


Gwathmey Siegel's 12-inch buffet plate, "Tuxedo" 


planned twice yearly. Recent work 
by Frank Gehrey, Andre Putnam, 
Steven Hall and Leslie Enders 
investigates new forms and color 
ideas. 

Without delving deeply into the 
difficult question of whether 
designers will soon shape all (and 
toomuch)ofourenvironment, this 
venture promises expanding and 
intriguing future developments. 
Provided “reams of drawings" 
illustrating a range of objects that 
extend from wall switch plates to 
picture frames, Swid Powell has 
positioned itself for calculated and 
consistent growth that will respond 
to an increasingly discriminating 
public. At the very least they will 
provide the design community with 
an interesting game of mix and 
match trying to relate individual 
architectural style with stylish 
tabletop product. Kirk Von Blunck 


FT 


TO SCORE BIG, 
YOU' VE GOT TO CALL 
THE RIGHT PLAYS. 


When it comes to providing growth- 
oriented employee benefit fund 
management, Bankers Trust fields a 
strong team. We work closely with 
our clients and their other financial 
advisors to assure understanding of 
goals and agreement on methods of 
achieving them. 

Our seasoned investment profes- 
sionals have a winning record of 
successful portfolio management 
And we provide a complete turnkey 
service package. We handle all of 
the custodial and reporting details of 
fund administration 

What's more, we help our clients 
hold the line on costs. Our fees are 
fully competitive. And because were 
right here, you enjoy a home field 
advantage. 

We invite you to discuss your 
investment goals with our senior 
trust officers. Call today: 245-2800. 
Or phone toll-free from anywhere in 
lowa: 800-362-1688. Member FDIC. 


Kudos 
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REVIEWOFIOWA ARCHITECTURE 


The AIA Design Awards program represents a great deal more than a frenetic half day jury critique, 
a blitz of slides, a test of presentation skills, architectural rhetoric, and cryptic debate. It is 
consistently a testament to architects’ best efforts to create, construct and controla design process 
while being battered by the many powerful forces that operate in architectural projects. The awards 
are a recognition of hundreds of hours of drawing and coordination of a thousand details. Most 
important, these awards signify a successful collaboration between architect and client, between 
strong personalities and fragile egos, between those who draw and those who build from those 
drawings. 

Given the public's growing enthusiasm for architecture and design in a larger context, the awards 
program, whatever its imperfections, has gained new significance. Since a relatively small body of 
work is singled out for professional examination and admiration, it is inevitable that these selections 
will have a strong influence on the public's (and architects’) perception of design quality. 

With these thoughts in mind, the IOWA ARCHITECT presents on the following 18 pages four 
projects cited for design excellence in the 1984 lowa AIA design awards competition. Having 
emerged from over 60 submissions, we applaud the commitmentto excellence these buildings, and 
those involved, represent. Kirk von Blunck 


John Morris Dixon 


John Morris Dixon bas been Editor of 
Progressive Architecture since 1972. He 
worked in two New York architectural 
firms before joining P/A in 1960. After 
advancing from assistant editor to 
senior editor at P/A, be accepted a post 
as senior editor at Architectural Forum 
in 1965, remaining there through 197 i. 

Dixon bas been a member of the AIA's 
national Committee on design for 
several years and served as its chairman 
in 1983. He bas served on awards juries 
for numerous AIA component 
organizations and on the national jury 

for Institute Honors in 1983. 


William Pedersen 


William Pedersen is Executive Vice 
President, Principal and Partner-in- 
Charge of Design, Kobn Pedersen Fox 
Associates, New York 

Pedersen bas been a designer at 
Leonard Parker, Architect; Pietro 
Belluschi, Architect; Eduardo Catalano, 
Architect; LM. Pei € Partners; and Jobn 
Carl Warnecke € Associates before tbe 
formation in 1976 of Kobn Pedersen 
Fox Associates. 

In addition to directing tbe design of 
several major buildings, 1984 AIA 
Award Winner 333 Wacker Drive in 
Chicago among tbem, be bas lectured 
and juried tbrougbout tbe country and 
beld teaching positions 


Steven Izenour 


Steven Izenour is a Senior Associate in 
tbe firm of Venturi Raucb and Scott 
Brown, Philadelphia In addition to 
architectural and urban design, be ís 
responsible for directing tbe firm's work 
in tbeater and audiovisual facilities 
exbibition and graphic design. 

He bas co-authored two books, many 
articles, and carried out several major 
original research projects, as well as 
numerous lectures and teaching 
positions 
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The jury admired the 
direct and “gusty” 
solution to the functional 
problem presented. The 
way tbe addition echoes 
tbe form of tbe original 
structure was considered 
very effective, as was tbe 
use of materials that 
eitber appeared in tbe 
original building orwere 
sympatbetic to il. 
Visually, tbe addition 
complements the main 
volume fully, 
underlining its formal 
strength, but making the 
whole complex look 
more hospitable, while 
making it more 
bospitable functionally. 


WILLIAM ANDERSON 


IOWA ARCHITECT 


ENTRANCE TO LOBBY ADDITION 


Brooks, Borg and Skiles, Architects-Engineers 


Des Moines, lowa 


Veterans Memorial Auditorium—it'sbeen 
labeledthe world'slargesttwo car garage. 
Indeed, if one could imagine adding 
anything to the building it mightbeagiant 
basketball hoopand backboard affixed to 
its gabled end. Atleastthen people might, 
to a better degree, perceive the enormous 
scale of the building. But, sinceitwas first 
constructed, the building has remained 
rather scaleless and unadorned, 
expressing its mass simply and straight 
forwardly. It was a building designed by 
committee. 

The City of Des Moines, after putting up 
with years of congestion, caused by lines 
of people waiting to buy tickets, finally 
decided to expand the lobby entrance. 
They asked the firm of Brooks Borg and 
Skiles to solve this problem and also 
come up with a solution to replace 
extensive areas of concrete plaza and 
sidewalks that were ina state of disrepair. 
Thelobby addition and plazareplacement 
were to be part of an overall effort to 
renovate and improve the appearance of 
the auditorium. 

The architects responded by 
presenting a design solution which 
respected the basic strengths of the 
original design, namely, its proportion 
and symmetry. The proportion ofthe new 
entrance lobby relates directly, in height 
and width, to the existing auditorium. 
Also, to further strengthen the 
relationship the architects faced the 
exterior walls of the new addition with 
Mankato Stone, which matches the 
horizontal banding of the original 
building. The extensive use of this stone 
atthenewentranceservestoreinforcethe 
original stone expression, which was 
weak to begin with. 

Thegableends ofthenew entranceare 


mostly of glass, as is the roof. This 
effectively provides natural light into the 
lobby space and also enlarges its visual 
spaciousness. Although this deviates 
from the design of the original building, it 
isgoodthatthearchitects did nottakethe 
duplication of form too literally. 

The interior of the new lobby is 
appropriately finished with green terrazzo 
flooring to match the existing, more 
Mankato Stone to enhance the transition 
fromthe outside to the inside, pink marble 
to match that used in the original lobby, 
and gypsum board ceilings and soffits 
painted green to complement the pink 
marble. The ticket office is relocated to 
allow lines to back up into the original 
lobby without blocking access to and 
from the auditorium, another flaw in the 
original building design. 

The structure is reinforced concrete 
and steel. The addition is heated by hot 
water perimeter radiation and an air 
system which also provides the cooling. 
The air system has 100% outside air 
capability. A second air system exhausts 
hot air from the addition or recirculates it 
as reguired. 

Theexcessiveamountof paved surface 
in the plaza area was reduced 
considerably. The architects introduced 
planters and grassy areas in conjunction 
with precast concrete pavers of two 
colors to break down the scale and 
introduce texture. 

A Des Moines architect, after viewing 
the recent addition, referred to the whole 
as “Papa Bear and Baby Bear”. But how 
appropriate that statement is, for the 
original building is indeed a bear ofa 
building, and clearly the new entrance is 
its offspring. 
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Owner 

City of Des Moines 
Architect 

Brooks Borg and Skiles, 
Architects-Engineers 
Project Architect 
Robert Mathieu 
General Contractor 
King-Bole, Inc. 
Mechanical 
Waldinger Corporation 


Electrical 

Marquis Electrical 
Contractors, Inc. 

Skylights 

David Bear, Inc. 

Gross Area of New Addition 
3,172 sq.ft. 


Photography 
Assassi 


EN 
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JURY COMMENTS 


The house impressed tbe 
Jury for the way it 
captures the essence of 
Japanese houses, without 
resorting to literal 
imitation or neglecting 
to provide for modern 
American patterns of 
living. Departures from 
tradition — as in the 
clerestories inserted in tbe 
roof and tbe insertion of 
amodern, open kitchen— 
were done without 
violating tbe original 
spirit. Tbe jury 
particularly appreciated 
tbe consistency and 
quality of wood 
detailing, which recalled 
Japanese prototypes, but 
used simpler and larger- 
scaled elements to 
correspond to American 
construction and 
customs. Wbere more 
literal Jabanese devices 
appear, as in tbe 
tokonoma, tbe 
refinement of design 
appeared comparable to 
tbe best contemporary 
Japanese examples. 


KIRK VON BLUNCK 


WILLIAMSRESIDENCE = 


Brooks, Borg and Skiles, Arcbitects-Engineers 


Des Moines, Iowa 


Ahousethatborrows so strongly fromthe 
distant Japanese cultureis boundto raise 
serious questions of intent and 
appropriateness. And given America's 
current, andto someannoying, penchant 
for Japanese autos, transistors and 
computers it might foreseably engender 
occassional “enough is enough" 
hurrumphs. 

Whatthe Williams’ house in Oskaloosa 
most importantly borrows, however, is 
not traditional wood details, methods of 
construction, or plan configurations 
based on tatami mats. It is, after all, a 
house that is required to respond to 
American lifestyles in a typically 
conservative midwestern town. Instead, it 
represents a concept and feeling 
described by the Japanese aesthetic term 
"shibui", a word sadly without parallel in 
current western language. 

Shibui, to quote a recent discussion of 
Japan's special attitude toward style, 
simply means “astringent, but pleasantly 
so like persimmon or a lemon.” By 
extensionshibuiis sober butelegant, plain 
but distinctive. The dictionary gives one 
final definition: "severe good taste," 
whether evidenced in dress, house or 
garden the kind of celebrated good taste 
weatonceconsiderquietand distinctive. 

The Japanese perception of beauty can 
also be seen in the concepts of wabi 
(simple quietude) and sabi (elegant 
simplicity). Both terms suggesta modesty 
and appreciation of space and its 
relationship to nature not altogether 
different than the “less is more” 
philosophy thatinspired modern Western 
architects. 

It was to this rather encompassing 
attitude that the Williams’ residence 
aspired, and it seems entirely appropriate 
for a couple who value the tranquility of 


nature and possess a remarkable 
appreciation for details and quality. Their 
house is a studied effort to make a very 
complex plan simple and, once having 
done that, to invest simple architectural 
spaces with rich experiences of detail 
color, texture and ever changing light. 
Consistency was ultimately more 
important than direct replication of 
elements. The idea more sustaining than 
authenticity. 

The Williams’ entered with no 
preconceptions to build a Japanese 
house. Instead, they had established 
rather straightforward goals for a one- 
level residence for retirement that would 
reflect their changing space needs and 
wouldfacilitatetheirfrequententertaining 
and the welcomed visits from children 
and grandchildren. The plan, in fact, was 
largely composed before any discussion 
of a Japanese design ethic arose. It was 
an almost passing observation of how the 
ordered plan geometry suggested 
Japanese designs that launched the 
committment to understanding and 
assimulating these design principles. 

With very little manipulation from the 
earliest schematics, the residence is 
organized by the 3' x 6' tatami planning 
module. Circulation is clear and direct 
fromtheformalentry to the social, private 
and service areas of the house. As in 
traditional Japanese building, the timber 
frame construction allows a step-like 
hierarchy of spaces. High ceilinged space 
denotes the social areas of the house, 
which further opentoacontinuous wood 
veranda to the south. Glass walls at the 
exterior and translucent screens at the 
interior create an illusion of depth while 
preserving continuity with outdoor 
spaces. Splendid views, often through 
several layers, are framed into and from 
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Owner 

Mr. and Mrs. C.A. Williams, Jr. 
Architect 

Brooks Borg and Skiles 
Architects-Engineers 
Design Team 

Paul Skiles 

Kirk von Blunck 

Jerry Vande Krol 
Photography 

Assassi 

General Contractor 
Mayo Grubb Construction 
Millwork 

Tony Lisac Construction 
Landscaping 

Heard Gardens 
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eachinterior space. Studied placement of 
both clear and translucent exterior glass 
panels results in dramatic and constantly 
shifting patterns of light on interior 
surfaces. Closeness to nature, and by 
extension the four seasons, was the 
ultimate goal. 


While privacy was also a major 
consideration, views were maintained 
that recognized the singular qualities of 
this Y acre wooded preserve. Since the 
siteisactually very small (itis a portion of 


WOODLAND DRIVE 


a bird sanctuary planted 20 years ago by 
Bill Heard), special effort was made to take 
advantage of adjacent, existing growth. 
Privacy at the entry is provided by 
judiciously placed exterior wood panels 
that also establish intimate courtyards. 
Once inside, broad views are opened up 
to the more visually protected landscape 
to the east, south and west. 

Extensive use is made of rock and stone 
to provide textural contrast with a wide 
selection of plant material. Each element, 
from the “simulated sea” of crushed 
granite to placement of important rock 
forms, was designed in concert with room 
interiors. The gardens themselves are 
exemplary of the constant collaboration 
between the architects and landscape 
designer and the intimate, informed 
involvement of the owners. 

The majority of construction is 
accomplished using post and beam 
construction. Complex wood jointery was 
utilized at all structural connections to 
minimize mechanical fasteners. Simple 
wood stud framing with gypsum board 
finish infills peripheral living spaces. 

Cedar is extensively employed for 
structural members, finish ceilings, wall 
finishes in baths, interior trim, decking 
and for exterior trim surrounding portland 
cement plaster planes. The grid and 
planning module established in respon 
to the owners’ Japanese interests are 
consistently repeated in the ash frame 
sliding screens, tables, lighting, storag 
units and furnishings, while architect 
designed tables and bed frames 
reintroduce ata smaller scale the detaili 
of the post and beam construction. 

The demands of contemporary 
lifestyles have prompted an endless 
search for emotional, if not physical, 
escapes. That this house has sought t 
employ traditional Japanese principles 
fulfill the owners’ coincident love of 
nature and desire for a tranquil, 
revitalizing living experienceistestimg 
to the role architecture can and shoul 
serve in that search. 
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ASHWORTH 
POOL 
ANDBATHHOUSE 


Bussard/Dikis Associates, Ltd. 
Des Moines, lowa 


In 1924, Charles and James T. Ashworth 
donated to the city of Des Moines land to 
serveasacity park.In 1926, on partofthis 
land, the city constructed a pool and 
bathhouse “to their memory". The pool 
and bathhouse were an impressive facility 
with sand beaches and several multi- 
tiered fountains. A large carved stone 
plaque featuring wagons crossing the 
lowaprairie was located attheentranceto 
the bathhouse and described the 
Ashworth's generous gift. 

The pool and bathhouse remained open 
until 1982. (The fountains were removed 
just a few years after it opened for safety 
reasons.) It was closed because of 
structural problems, water leakage, and 
the cost of operation and maintenance. In 
1982, a city bond issue was passed 
funding construction of a new pool and 
bathhouse. Bussard/Dikis Associates 
was hired to design the bathhouse, while 
Terry A. Shuck Structural Engineers was 
hired to design the deck areas, pool and 
associated pool equipment. 

The site for the new pool and bathhouse 
is the same as the original structure, part 
of Ashworth Park located among heavily 
wooded rolling hills. The hill above the 
pool consists of clay, sand and shale 
which had sluffed numerous times during 
the life of the original pool. 

In order to minimize any future 
movement of the hillside, it was decided 
tolocate the new poolinthe excavation of 
the existing pool and avoid any further 
cutting into the hillside. The eastern pool 
edge would, therefore, not be changed; 
however, the pool could move further 
west. 

The new facilities had to be constructed 
between the existing hill and the existing 
drive and parking area. This, along with 


R. ALLAN OBERLANDER, 


aS Sa 
JURY COMMENTS 


The jury was impressed 
with the bold, simple 
architectural forms, 
enhanced by surface 
color. The use of the 
glazed brick was 
particularly effective We 
welcomed the 
establishment, through 
composition and color 
of a dignity befitting a 
public facility, without 
pretentiousness. We were 
less impressed with the 
relationship of the 
building plan to the pool 
planand with the severity 
of the dressing areas, but 
understood that factors 
beyond the architect's 
control were involved. 


Owner 

City of Des Moines 

ark and Recreation Department 
Architect 

Bussard/Dikis Associates, Ltd 


Project Manager 

David A. Duimsti 

Design Team 

R. Allan Oberlander 
William M. Dikis 

Rod Kruse 

Structural Engineer 
Terry A. Shuck Structural 
Engineers, Inc 
Mechanical/Electrical 
Engineer 

Frank Pulley Associate: 
General Contractor 
Vawter and Walter, Inc 
Mechanical Contractor 
Waldinger Corporation 
Electrical Contractor 
Des Moines Lighting 
Precast Concrete 

St. Regis Corporation 
Hollow Metal and Hardware 
Contractor's Steel 
Aluminum Windows 
Harkin Gates, Inc 

Toilet Partitions 
Stetson Building Products 
Louvers 

Johnson Specialty Sales 
Paint 

Color Inc 

Photography 

Assassi 
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the existing topography, forced the 
building into a very long and narrow 
configuration. 

The program requirements as set forth 
by the city were very minimal. They 
included a basket area which also serves 
astheticketcounter, men'sand women's 
changing areas, men's and women's 
showers and toilet facilities, a pool 
manager's office, first ald room, staff 
room, and pool equipment room. 

Inadditiontothese physical spaces, the 
bathhouse was required to be low 
maintenance and durable. Natural 
ventilation of the changing and shower 

areas was important, and, if possible, the 
original stone plaque was to be 
Incorporated with the design. 

The city already had several 
bathhouses, so there was excellent 
feedback on plan configurations which 
did and did not work. After numerous 
“testings” of the plan which the city felt 
worked best, it was resolved that a 
functional layout similar to that of several 
other bathhouses would be used. 
Although mostother city facilities have 
pool equipment incorporated with the 
bathhouse, it was decided to create a 
rate building to house the equipment. 
is provides foraseparationof vehicular 
ind pedestrian traffic, it moves the 
tential danger from a chlorine leak 
ay from the highest-used areas, it 
lows easy vehicular access on the hilly 
ite, anditcreates asense ofenclosureto 
north. 

The plan is organized around the 
etíticketareaasthe "hub". Men'sand 
"s showers and changing areas 
nk the basket area. The symmetrical 

n organization is extended from the 
ilding to the drop-off area near the 

. This extension includes an 
ntrance portico which stands free of the 
uilding, signaling entrance to 

lestrians approaching on walks 

rallel to the building. The drop-off area 
bounded on the east by the restored 
ication plaque. 

The center of the building is expressed 


as a higher volume in order to give it 
prominence in the heavily wooded area 
andalsotoallow breezesto passthrough 
the upper volume drawing air from lower 
spaces. The stepping of the building 
height is expressive of the three primary 
parts ofthebuilding: hub, circulation and 
support areas. 

Colors were selected to relate to the site 
and to water-sport activities. The brown 
triple brick and the blue and white glazed 
concrete block share a common green 
glazed block which offers scale and 


interest to the lower walls and brings 
people to the basket/ticket windows as 
wellastheshowers inside (thetwo points 
at which all people are required to stop). 

Although only having been in operation 
for one season, the facility has proven to 
be very functional and delightful 
recreational spot. Both users and 
employees have reacted positively to its 
playfulformandcolors.Itis abuilding that 
is both quiet and expressive, blending 
with its surroundings while maintaining 
its own identity. 
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JURY COMMENTS 


Thejury saw this building 
as a lesson in how to 
build on a traditional 
American commercial 
street, Whether or not the 
first floor is used for retail 
— at least initially — tbe 
differentiation in 
window patterns from 
floor to floor effectively 
expresses real differences 
between lowerand upper 
floors. The brick cornice 
and patterns of 
expansion joints on the 
facades were considered 
exceptionally good, as 
were the floor plans. The 
Jury bad reservations 
about the elaboration 
and asymmetry of the 
main entrance, and 
about some of the lobby 
details, but felt that the 
logic and refinement of 
the design as a whole 
called for recognition. 


CAROL J. WATERBECK 


Bussard/Dikis Associates, Ltd. 
Des Moines, Iowa 


The Capitol View office building at East 
Sixth and Locust Streets is at the center of 
Des Moines’ east side redevelopment. 
The owners, Capitol View Limited 
Partnership, hired Bussard/Dikis 
Associates, Lid. to design a 30,000 square 
foot speculative office/retail building 
sensitive to its neighbors yet strong 
enough to encourage more development 
in the area. 

But for a $400,000 Urban Development 
Action Grant, Capitol Viewwould nothave 
been built. The UDAG money allowed the 
City of Des Moines to make a reduced 
interest rate construction loan for the 
project. The City wasawarded the money 
in a competitive process, because the 
Capitol View project had considerable 
potential to benefit Des Moines in creating 
jobs andacting as a catalyst to further east 
side redevelopment. 

Besides the extensive financial pro- 
forma information required, the UDAG 
application dictated City, State, and 
Federal review of the project's impact on 
the area's environmental and historic 
resources. The Planning and Zoning 
Department and the lowa Department of 
Historic Preservation felt that existing 
buildings onthe site could be contributing 
structures to a potential East Locust 
commercial historic district. After 
considerable background data was 
collected, the city and state agencies were 
convincedthatno prudentand financially 
feasible way to retain those existing 
buildings was available. The federal-level 
Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation agreed after review of the 
collected data. Before the UDAG 
application could proceed, however, 
complete documentation of those 
structures was required for the Historic 


CAPITOL VIEW OFFICE BUILDING 


American Building Survey (HABS). 
Bussard/Dikis Associates and the 
Planning and Zoning Department 
prepared archival quality photographs, 
measured drawings, and architectural/ 
historical data on the structures for the 
HABS documentation. 

The extensive documentation of the 
existing structures on the site may have 
promptedthe design decisions on Capitol 
View that related it to the existing fabric of 
low rise commercial building in the area. 
Capitol View's tri-partite arrangement of 
base, middle, and top reflect the classical 
ordering of many nearby structures. 
Large glazed street level openings recall 
neighboring display storefronts. The 
aluminum framing used in all window 
openings is painted green in reference to 
turn of the century colorways. Gray 
Indiana limestone surrounds these 
openings, adding weight and solidity to 
the base. Red face brick covers the 
second and third levels, the cornice 
corbelled and topped with a limestone 
coping. Sills and accent blocks of the 
same stone detail symmetrical window 
openings on the north and east building 
faces. 

Two building entrances are announced 
by custom Indiana limestone detailing. 
The Locust Street entrance isa portico of 
doubled columns supporting a gable 
incised with the building date in Roman 
numerals. Blue-green ceramic tile 
surrounds double doors and extends the 
ground plane of the entrance into the 
public walk. The alley-side entrance is 
also defined by a stone gable and door 
surround, with the same blue-green tile 
inset above the double door. 

These entrances are indicators of the 
interior's simple linear circulation spine. 


sk 
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Owner 
Capitol View Limited Partnership 
General Partners 

R.G. Dickson Properties 

and Barney and Judy Greenhill 


Architect 
Bussard/Dikis Associates, Ltd. 


Project Manager 
Arnold E. Fischer 


Design Team 
William M. Dikis 
William A. Anderson 


Structural Engineer 
Calhoun-Britson Associates, Inc 


Mechanical/Electrical 
Engineer 

Shive-Hattery Engineers 
General Contractor 
The Weitz Company, Inc. 
Mechanical 

A.J. Allen Company 


Electrical 
Baker Electric 


Hollow Metal and Plastic 
Laminate Doors 
Doors, Inc. 


Toilet Accessories 
Stetson Building Products 


Dry Wall and Painting 
Allied Construction 


Signage 

Johnson Specialty Sales 
Area 

29,600 square feet 


Photography 
Assassi 


The spine serves the elevator, two fire 
stairs, toilet facilities, and janitor and 
mechanical equipment closets which are 
backeduptoa westparty wall.Finished in 
acheckboard of ceramictileflooring, this 
corridor provides access on three levels 
to open, flexible tenant space with 
maximum exterior exposure. Tenant 
space flexibility met the owner's 
requirement, allowing for a variety of size 
divisions of the rentable area. 

Capitol View is reminiscient of vintage 
east side buildings, yet is thoroughly 
competitive in today's office rental 
market. The owners are confident that 
Capitol View will soon be fully leased, 
encouraging, as hoped, further 
redevelopmentintheeastdowntownarea 
of Des Moines. 
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IF YOU CAN 
DRAW IT, WE CAN 
BUILD IT 


OFFICE FURNITURE 
CUSTOM FURNITURE 
COMMERCIAL MILLWORK 
STORE FIXTURES 


anfra ll products, inc. 


319 S.W. 5TH AVENUE ATH NORTH 18TH STREET 
DES MOINES, IOWA 50309 AHA, NEBRASKA 68102 
(515) 244-6647 (402) 341-9810 
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Investment 

in Fine Dining 
Reservations 
Accepted 
224-1184 


Restaurant and Lounge | 
ABS Ss 
xpress + Din VISA + MasterCharge (515) 285-6551 in Des Moines 


å , tH 
i 1 : Mio tt (309) 799-3183 in Moline 
9769 UNIVERSITY AVE., DES MOINES, 14. 515-224-1184 Cz (612) 944-1200 in Minneapolis 
cechcralt (402) 422-6789 in Omaha 
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WHY THE PROS CHOSE 
ELECTRIC FOR THE 
NORTHWESTERN BELL 
ACCOUNTING CENTER 


The Pros: Architects — Charles Herbert & 
Associates; General Contractor — The Weitz 
Company; Engineering Consultant — Paul A. 
Walters, Consulting Engineers; Electrical Contractor 
— Baker Electric; Mechanical Contractor — Wolin 
& Associates. 


The Structure: 130,000 sq. ft. on 4% floors in 
Des Moines. 


Here's what they said... 


The Architect: “From the beginning, the mandate for 
this building was to achieve a high level of energy 
efficiency This was achieved with a combination of 
high R-values in the walls and roof and reuse of excess 
heat from computers, lights and people to place 
minimum demands on the heating system. By locating 
the heat-generating equipment on the upper floors, 
evacuation of excess heat became a relatively simple 
project. Electricity was the ideal solution to heating 
and cooling this structure because of its low installation 
cost and minimum ongoing maintenance costs.” 
The Engineer: “The reclaim system provides maxi- 
mum efficiency There is enough heat developed within 
the building that, to my knowledge, the electric boilers 
have never operated to date except for testing. It is an 
extremely efficient and reliable system. " 
The Pros design for the future with electric. 

For more information about costs and ideas 
for efficient heating systems, contact Bill Bloethe, 
Manager, Technical Services, lowa Power, 
515-281-2395. 


a 
1043 POWER 


Johnson Specialty Sales 


P.O. Box 2691 
Des Moines, lowa 50315 
Telephone (515)285-2483 
lowa WATS 800-532-1284 
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= hire 
bay dnu ER 
if all I need is 


four walls 
andaroof?” 


“It's not a big project, the 
argument goes. "So let's not make it 
any more complicated than it has 
tob..." 

With these words, architects are 
shut out from the job they do best. 


Architects are trained 
un-complicators. 

Architects are simplifiers, trained 
to help you separate what you truly 
need bue what you think you need. 

"Together. you and your architect 
make discoveries you might never 
make by yourself. 

You may discover (as a North 
Carolina bank did) that 4 walls are one 
wall too many. 

You may discover (as a Kentucky 
company did) that those two buildings 
you're assuming you need should really 
be one building. 

Or you might find that that steep 
(and cheap) site is actually better suited 
to your building's function than that 
flat (and costly) one. 
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Architects are 

assumption-busters. 
Walls, sites, materials," inevitable" 
costs and delays—all of your 
assumptions about traditional 
construction come under attack. 

And as you collaborate, you may 

find your assumptions about 
architects (that they're slow, or 
spendthrifts,or impractical dreamers) 
being shattered, too. 


Talk to an architect about your 
next project. 

Send this coupon for a free 
brochure, “You and Your Archi- 
tect,” or for details on architectural 
firms in your area. 


Iowa Chapter American Institute of Architects 
512 Walnut Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50309 


[J Please send me a copy of your free brochure, "You and Your Architect 


O Please send me information on architectural firms in my area 


Name 


Firm 


Address 


City 
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Every building is an original with Shadow Stone 
Designer Series. Each two-block combination 
provides six different shapes. Randomly selected 
and laid in running bond, Shadow Stone creates a 
unique exterior that ensures no two buildings will 
ever have exactly the same pattern! Shadow 
Stone has been used successfully in residential, 
industrial and office developments, as well as in 
religious and commercial buildings. Shadow Stone 
is available in a variety of sizes, and color may be 
integrally mixed into the block or applied with 
conventional surface treatments. 
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GREAT PERFORMANCES: 


Over 350,000 good reasons to specify 


Marquart Introduces Shadow Stone 


Shadow Stone is versatile, beautiful and eco- 
nomical. It's also virtually foolproof, since it can 
be laid right side up or upside down to achieve 
unique patterns. Shadow Stone, a copyrighted 
pattern from Designer Blocks, Inc., is available 
today at Marquart. For details, call us at the 
number below, or visit our Waterloo location today. 


— 
| 1l CONCRETE BLOCK COMPANY 


110 Dunham Place. P. O. Box 990 
Waterloo. lowa 50704 (319)-233-8421 


Magic-Pak thruthe-wall combination _ | Í 


heating/cooling units. 
e EASY TO e EASY TO e EASY TO 
INSTALL. OPERATE. MAINTAIN. 


* AVAILABLE GAS/ELECTRIC, ALL ELECTRIC AND 
HEAT PUMP MODELS. 


With individual controls. That's why over 
350,000 apartments, entrance foyers, process 
rooms, town houses, condominiums and 
offices use Magic-Pak units to help cut their 
heating and cooling costs. 


Find out how Magic-Pak units can outperform any 


other combination heating and cooling you can 
specify. Designed and manufactured by the 
Magic Chef Air Conditioning Division. 


EASY SERVICING 
Slide out cooling 
chassis for easy access. S 


DISTRIBUTED BY: THERMO-LUX SUPPLY 


2425 Dean, Des Moines, lowa 50317 


(515) 265-8108 
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Natural gas is your 
best decision now... 
and for the future. 


When you consider the facts, 
gas computes as the natural 
choice. Here's why: 


Prices have stabilized. In fact, natural gas prices in 
Des Moines are lower today than they were in 1983 
While costs of other fuels are expected to continue to 
climb, it is anticipated that gas prices will remain stable 


Supply is up. Natural gas supplies are plentiful, and 
the long-term outlook is bright 


New gas equipment is more efficient. The new 
generation of natural gas equipment has introduced a 
new era of operating efficiency and design flexibility. And 
combined with highly efficient electric air conditioning 
systems, you are assured of the most attractive life 
cycle costing 
For efficiency, availability, affordability and predic- 
tability... specify gas on your next project 
Gas...it's the natural choice 


A NEW GENERATION ` 
IG Gas Or ENERGY RVICE 


REMODELING 
OR BUILDING? 
= 
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Specify 
Pella "energy-tight" 
Casement Windows 


Lower fuel costs, reduce maintenance and in- 
crease your comfort with (1) the natural insulating 
qualities of wood, (2) a low maintenance exterior 
that needs no painting, (3) double 
glazing and self-storing screens, 
(4) sash which cranks to center of 
opening for easy washing of out- 
side glass, (5) soft vinyl weather- 
stripping that seals entire perim- 
eter. Look in the Yellow Pages for 
the planning center that is 
nearest you. 


Des Moines Rock Island 


Ottumwa Cedar Rapids 
Fort Dodge Sioux City 
Waterloo Omaha 
Carroll Dubuque 


Ask for Free Brochure on Pella Products 


SS 
New Products 


Solid State Framing Projector 

A compact, lightweight framing 
Projector that brings new options for 
lighting merchandise displays, art, 
and commercial and residential envi- 
ronments has been introduced by the 
Halo Lighting Division, McGraw- 
Edison Company. This newest track 
lighting fixture includes a captive 
solid state transformer that auto- 
matically steps down voltage from 
120-volts to 12-volts. As a result, the 
unit provides significant energy sav- 
ings and state-of-the-art optics in 


a single fixture. 

The framing projector, rotating 358 
around its stem, is capable of pro- 
jecting images for theatrical and 
architectural effects. It is equally 
capable of creating panoramic graph- 
ics for both commercial and residen- 
tial settings. The framing projector 
can also frame vignettes and fine 
merchandise with pools of light. It 
also functions as a single slide pro- 
jector for the display of art work or 
environmental graphics 


The Gavilan 16-Line 
Mobile Computer 

The Gavilan mobile computer is a 
complete office automation system 
designed for business professionals 
who are new to computers. The inte- 
grated touch panel, or solid state 
mouse, shown in this photo enables 
the user to easily control the cursor 
for menu item selection and on- 
Screen data manipulation. 

The Gavilan mobile computing 


System includes a 16-line by 80 
character LCD display, a touch panel, 
a 31⁄2" floppy disk drive, 64 Kbytes of 
RAM, and a full typewriter-size key- 
board and 10-key numeric pad. 

Standard software includes 
Gavilan's fully integrated proprietary 
software known as CapsuleWare, 
industry standard MS-DOS operating 
system, and MS-BASIC, Pascal and 
C programming languages. 


* SYSTEMS FOR ANY APPLICATION 
INTEGRATED DESIGN APPROACH 

* 24 HOUR PARTS AVAILABILITY 

* COMPLETE ON SITE TRAINING 

* 3 BRANCH OPERATIONS 

* CONVENIENT PLANT LOCATIONS 

* MANUFACTURER'S WARRANTIES 

* 25 YEARS OF DEPENDABLE SERVICE 


HICKLIN 


HICKLIN GM POWER COMPANY 


1-80 AT SECOND AVENUE - DES MOINES, IOWA 50333 - EXEC. 


Reliability is basic to the installation of any 
emergency electrical power system. In our 
capacity as both manufacturer and 
distributor of power generating and testing 
equipment. we offer a full spectrum of 
Services to meet your needs. From the 
design. application and installation of your 
power generating equipment, to the main- 
tenance. servicing. parts availability and 
operator product training...you can count on 
Hicklin B 


OFFICES: PHONE 515/964-6100 
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1985 Construction to Equal 1984's 
Record $211 Billion 

With interest rates starting to turn 
around, the outlook for the 1985 con- 
struction market is more positive now 
than it was only a few months ago. 
George A. Christie, chief economist 
of McGraw-Hill Information Systems 
Company, predicts that construction 
contracting in 1985 will equal 1984's 
anticipated record of $211 billion. “As 
interest rates retreat during 1985, the 
next several quarters are likely to be 
areplay of 1984, but in reverse, with 
housing picking up strength in the 
second half of the year." 

During the past two and a half years 
construction contracting value has 
increased by more than 50 percent. 
According to Christie, the present 
building cycle is now at its midpoint 
and is showing “the symptoms of 
midlife crisis. Once the handicap of 
rising interest rates is removed, some 
of the earlier momentum that was 
lost in the summer of 1984 will be 
restored.” Industrial building has the 
greatest unrealized potential in the 
nonresidential construction sector. In 
1985, industrial construction should 


gain an estimated 16 percent and 
reach 180 million square feet. Public 
works construction, meanwhile, has 
reached a new plateau and will be 
showing minimal change in 1985. 

Of all U.S. regions analyzed, the 
Midwest is expected to have the 
strongest and most consistent growth 
in commercial and institutional 
construction. 


Computers Could Dislocate 
80% of Architects by Year 2000 

By the year 2000 as many 
as four-fifths of the nation's architects 
could be "dislocated" as computers 
automate the production of architec- 
tural drawings, product specifica- 
tions, cost estimates and schedules, 
according to a recent presentation 
before the Technology Assessment 
Board of the U. S. Congress. 

Harry Mileaf, Director of Tech- 
nology for the Sweet's Division of 
McGraw-Hill Information Systems 
Company and Chairman of the 
4,000-member Coordinating Council 
for Computers in Construction, told 
the Board that the accelerated use of 


computers for construction design 
will push the architectural profession 
toward greater diversification. He 
said he expects far-reaching 
changes in the goals and focus 

of architectural education practice, 
and urged the profession to inten- 
Sify its attention to these critical 
developments. 

"Computers in construction will 
improve the productivity of existing 
efforts, but will not generate new 
jobs, as is the case in other indus- 
tries," Mileaf commented. "Construc- 
tion design is highly labor-intensive. 
Producing architectural drawings 
now accounts for half of all architec- 
tural costs for a new building project. 
Within 15 years, computer-aided 
design systems will have automated 
the drawing process to a substantial 
degree," the Sweet's technology 
expert noted. 

Mileaf cited the key factors spur- 
ring the accelerating use of comput- 
ers in construction: more competitive 
market pressures, the rapidly grow- 
ing computerization of the facilities 
management function in owner 
offices, and breakthroughs in the 


development of artificial intelli- 
gence systems. 


RIBA International Student 
Competitions and Prizes 

A generation ago, the traditional 
system of RIBA student prizes, once 
grand and prestigious, was aban- 
doned and the awards that have 
been available since have never 
regained this special kudos, nor has 
enough real talent been found. In 
1982, the RIBA set up a small group 
under Patrick Hodgkinson's chair- 
manship to review the situation. They 
now intend to put a new order of 
annual prizes for students in RIBA 
recognized schools, in Britain and 
overseas, on offer in 1985. 

James Stirling, RIBA Gold Medal- 
list and Pritzker Prizewinner, has 
agreed to devise and assess next 
year's international competition for 
the design of a small art gallery. 

The condition was circulated to 
schools of architecture in October 
and the closing date for entries will be 
May 1985. Prize money for this com- 
petition will total £3,250. 
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= The BENEFITS 
© Allied Glass 
^Brings To YOU 


ALPANA ALUMINUM PRODUCTS 


TECHNOLOGY, WORKMANSHIP AND 
MATERIALS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE! 


Alpana's patented Thermo-Barrier con- 
struction permits the independent move- 
ment of exterior and interior members 
without fasteners or chemical bond between 
separator and the aluminum frame. The 
interlock of P. V.C. is not subject to shear or 
tensile stresses or exposure to ultra violet 
rays. All Alpana products can be custom 
engineered to fit new or existing openings. 


ALPANA BENEFITS MEAN 
SAVINGS FOR YOUR CLIENTS 


Lower Vacancy and Turnover: Increased 
tenant satisfaction because of better 
heating, lighting and air conditioning 
means less turnover and costly vacant 
space. 


Lower Heating and Air Conditioning 
Costs: Alpana's patented Thermo-Barrier 
design provides maximum insulation. The 
unique design allows members to expand 
and contract independently without 

degrading structural integrity. 


Lower Maintenance and Cleaning Costs: 
Alpana finishes are integral with the metal 
and will never chip or fade — no scraping 

or painting for the life of the building. Many 
models can be easily cleaned from the 

inside by regular maintenance personnel 
or tenants without expensive scaffolding 
or staging. 


Sweets Reference 


Use our convenient WATS line to inquire or to order 
1-800-332-8456 


Business phone; (319) 364-2495 
8388 First Street N.W., Cedar Rapids, IA 52405 
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imu Noguchi Table 

Isamu Noguchi's best known 

rk-of-art was made for mass pro- 
luction, his organic coffee table. Out 

próduction since 1973, it is one of 

centerpieces of Herman Miller's 

lect offering of classics of the 

s and '60s, being made available 

architects, designers and end- 


users, through the company's net- 
work of dealers. 


New Energy Code Rules 

The lowa State Commerce Com- 
mission has adopted new rules which 
require the builder or owner of all new 
Structures which are to be heated or 
cooled by electricity or natural gas, 
to certify that the structure meets or 


exceeds the minimum requirements 
of the State Building Code Thermal 
and Lighting Efficiency Standards. 

The Commission order took effect 
April 1, 1984. If you are building a 
Structure that is heated or cooled by 
electricity that will be completed after 
April 1, 1984, you must SUBMIT A 
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 
to lowa Power before permanent 
service can be connected. 

In an order adopting rules issued 
January 10, 1984, the lowa State 
Commerce Commission has 
amended the lowa Administrative 
Code 250-20 to require utilities to 
obtain certification of compliance 
from the owner or builder of new 
Structures before service can be pro- 
vided. The standards adopted are 
those promulgated by the lowa 
Department of Public Safety under 
lowa Administrative Code Section 
680-16.800(3) as amended by Sec- 
tion 680-800(4) titled "Model Energy 
Code" and generally known as the 
"State Building Code Thermal and 
Lighting Efficiency Standards." A ref- 
erence copy of the Code is available 
in each lowa Power office for your 
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Allied Construction Services 
Allied Glass Products 
Anfra Products, Inc. 


Bankers Trust Co 


Holtz/Wilson Design 


David Bear 


Diamond Vogel Paints 
Eagle Manufacturing Co. 
Elliott Beechcraft 
Ewald, Incorporated 
Forman Ford 
Gibbs Cook 
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Ivy Camera 


Marquart Concrete Block 
Natural Surfaces 


Thermo-Lux Supply Company. 


United Brick and Tile 


convenience. You may order your 
own copy by sending eight dollars to 
the: lowa Chapter, American Institute 
of Architects, 512 Walnut Street, Des 
Moines, lowa 50309. 


Avoid Legal Pitfalls 

To help members avoid possible 
legal problems stemming from the 
use of outdated AIA documents, the 
Institute will continue to offer its hand- 
book supplement service in 1985. 

The service, started in 1969, 
advises members owning the 
“Architect's Handbook of Profes- 
sional Practice" of new or revised 
contracts, forms and handbook chap- 
ters through mailings three or four 
times a year. 

For afee of $17.50 the service 
enables the subscriber to exchange 
outdated documents for new ones 
within three months of each mailing. 
In 1985, the service is expected to 
send a new design-build series of 
documents and a new series of 
bond forms. 

For more information, contact: AIA 
Service Corp. fulfillment division, 
(202) 626-7334. 


Wall Street Restaurant and Lounge. . 
Woodcraft Architectural Millwork 
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